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Indian Lake Elementary kindergartners Halle Roby, Sierra Carter and Everett Wishmeyer take a break to get creative and have some fun. 
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Embracing Change
Spring has truly taken its sweet time arriving this year. 

As the earth awakens from this unusually long winter, we 
are sure to appreciate the beauty even more. What a blessing 

to know that as long as we’re patient, 
change will come, and in many cases it 
is for the better.

This issue of Laker Lore addresses 
changes and the new and inventive 
ways we’re embracing those changes. 
The Ohio Department of Education 
initiated new standards for physical 
education this year. Read how we are 
helping students meet and exceed these 
standards with the added benefit of 
a healthy lifestyle (see ILMS Eagerly 

Embraces New DOE Physical Education Standards).
At the high school level, we’re continuing to offer dual-

credit courses to students who are ready to get a jump on 
college (see Dual Credits for College-Ready Students). Challenging 
students by adding rigorous courses is just one way we can 
make sure we are educating every student at the correct level 
of learning. We will continue to make curriculum changes to 
keep up with valuable opportunities for our students.

Perhaps one of the most noticeable areas of change over 
the past several years is in elementary education. Newer, 
proven teaching methods are helping these young learners 
keep up with state standards and prepare for the years ahead 
of them. Students at Indian Lake Elementary School recently 

Superintendent’sMessage
had the opportunity to use their creative problem solving skills 
to benefit several charities (see ILES Kids Care Art Fair Teaches 
Compassion Through Creativity).

Our ability to proactively address change is one of the 
strengths making us an excellent school district. For example, 
our Kindergarten Success Train gave future kindergarten 
students and parents the opportunity to be exposed to the 
kindergarten setting. An average of 50 students per session 
attended the first four nights with one more session scheduled 
for May 6. 

Act Explore was administered to all eighth-grade students 
this year. Explore data gives educators, students and families 
insight into a student’s level of preparedness for college and 
career by high school graduation. The assessment:

• Is the first step toward longitudinal student monitoring
• Identifies areas of academic risk and allows for 

early intervention
• Provides teachers with insights into student understanding

The high school had the opportunity to participate in the 
county-wide ACT Boot Camp. The Boot Camp is constructed 
to assist students in preparing for the ACT as well as improve 
their overall score. There were approximately 50 students from 
Indian Lake in attendance. May we always approach challenges 
with the attitude that change is most often a good thing. 

Continuously improving will help Indian Lake Local 
Schools maintain our level of excellence, helping our young 
learners become life-long learners and helping our graduates 
lead successful and meaningful lives.

—Patrick O’Donnell, Superintendent of Schools

HighSchool
The ILHS Courtyard Is Back 

In the 1970s, Indian Lake High School students enjoyed a 
rare gem, a relaxing courtyard where students could eat lunch 
and hang out with friends. Over the years, the area became 
unusable due to hazardous tree limbs and an unstable pathway. 
For the first time in almost 30 years Indian Lake seniors are able 
to enjoy the newly-renovated courtyard thanks to the hard work 
of volunteers who made the vision a reality.

The project was initiated by the National Honor Society who 
enlisted the help of volunteers. Materials were purchased from 
Mr. Concrete Builder’s Supply. Rodney Brandt, who completed 
the original courtyard in 1969, laid the pavers with the help of 
former Indian Lake graduates Dustin Bray and Jake Beck.  

The project was finished in just under seven weeks, in time 
for seniors to enjoy the outdoor experience during lunch in the 
fall. The courtyard was closed for the winter and reopened with 
the onset of spring. Student volunteers maintain the space and 
keep it inviting. This wonderful space will entice visitors for 
years to come.

Before: The ILHS 
courtyard needed some 
attention before welcoming 
students again.

After: ILHS Student 
Council and volunteers 
created a beautiful place 
for students to relax.



MiddleSchool
ILMS Eagerly Embraces New DOE
Physical Education Standards

With the 2012-13 school year, the Ohio Department of 
Education implemented a new Physical Education evaluation for 
students. This evaluation and the mandatory results submitted 
by the schools is now part of the annual Local Report Card 
issued by the DOE. 

The Local Report Card measures student performance in 
areas like English and Math, calculates graduation rates and 
uses other indicators to determine an annual rating for each 
individual school as well as the district itself. Though the 
results of the Physical Education evaluation are collected and 
published as part of this rating, they are not, at this time, used as 
a determining factor of the school’s overall ranking.

Jon Shoffstall, ILMS Physical Education teacher,  feels Indian 
Lake Middle School is both ready for and embracing these new 
standards. The standards and assessments begin in kindergarten 
and continue through physical education classes at the high 
school level. Shoffstall explains, “One of the best aspects of the 
assessments is that students can track their progress throughout 
their academic career.”

The DOE divides the standards into six overall goals 
designed to ensure students learn a variety of physical activities 
and come to value a physically active lifestyle. Shoffstall says 
DOE standard number five is his favorite. This one calls for 
evaluating whether a student exhibits behavior that is respectful 
toward self and others:

At ILMS our number one goal is to have all students exhibit 
good sporting behavior. We want to create a safe learning 
environment for all. Our students understand that we have 
different levels of ability in class and that we must respect these 
differences and work together to be healthy, active students.

The Physical Education Department at ILMS has found 
exciting new ways to make sure everyone learns and finds an 
activity to embrace. The curriculum includes everything from 
dance to projects to biomechanical principle studies (how the 
human biological system functions). The traditional “gym class” 
has evolved, and students will reap the benefits.

ILMS Partners with Logan County Farmer’s Market
Indian Lake Middle School is partnering with the Logan 

County Farmer’s Market to provide nutritional instruction 
directly from the source, the grower. Chloe Manor, who manages 
the farmer’s market, talks with ILMS seventh- and eighth-graders 
about topics like processed foods, locally grown foods, food 
additives and the importance of a balanced diet.

The students spend a semester studying in depth the 
nutritional value of food under the instruction of ILMS teachers 
Jon Shoffstall and Mike Hunter with visits by Manor filling out 
the curriculum. The result is more knowledgeable students who 
are eager to try foods and interested in how they are grown.

The partnership is made possible by a United States 
Department of Agriculture grant that was applied for by the 
Logan County Farmer’s Market. The partnership is a great way 
for schools and the community to work as a team to create a 
healthier population.
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Dual Credits for College-Ready Students
Indian Lake High School offers dual-credit courses for 

students who are ready for the extra challenge of college courses. 
Calculus and Chemistry II are offered through the University of 
Findlay, and Human Biology is available through Ohio Northern 
University. Students pay a reduced rate and earn college credit 
upon successful completion of the classes. 

Students interested in Calculus and/or Chemistry II must 
have at least a 3.2 GPA and have previously taken Algebra 1, 
Geometry, Algebra II and Pre-Calculus. The cost for these two 
dual-credit courses is $150 per class.

To enroll in Human Biology, a student must have a 
minimum 3.0 GPA and have previously taken Introduction to 
Chemistry, Physics and Comprehensive Biology. The fee for 
Human Biology is $90.

Dual-credit courses are a great way for students to get a 
jump on their college career. Though the courses are designed for 
transfer to the partnering universities, the credits may transfer 
to other universities with a final grade of 73 percent or better. 
Interested students should contact Dana Davis in the Indian Lake 
High School Guidance Office.

ILHS Track is Open!
Indian Lake High School invites the public to enjoy the high 

school track for exercise. During the school year, the track is 
available after 4 p.m. excluding those evenings when the school is 
hosting a track meet. Track practice is usually over by 6 p.m. The 
track is also available during the summer months when school is 
not in session. Come walk, jog or challenge yourself with a run!

Indian Lake Middle School students, like these seventh-graders pictured 
at right, are benefiting from the revised physical education and health 

curriculums that will help them lead active, healthy lives.

Brianna Fry enjoys some quiet study time in the Media Center.



You’re Invited!
The Board of Education of Indian 

Lake Local School District meets the third 
Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Board Room. You are invited to attend 
these meetings. 

Board of Education
Mark Wahl ......................................... President
Kim Boswell ...............................Vice President
Rick Clark ............................................. Member
Glenn Honeycutt ................................. Member
Steve Spath ........................................... Member

Feedback Is Welcome
We welcome our readers’ letters, 

comments and critique. Write to us at 
Editor, Laker Lore, Indian Lake Local 
Schools, 6210 State Route 235 North, 
Lewistown, OH 43333, or call us at  
(937) 686-8601.

Our Phone/Fax Numbers 
Indian Lake Elementary .......... (937) 686-7323
Indian Lake Middle School ..... (937) 686-8833
Indian Lake High School ......... (937) 686-8851
Administration Office .............. (937) 686-8601
         Fax ..................................... (937) 686-8421

Our Website Address
www.indianlake.k12.oh.us
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Last Day for Students is Friday, May 24.

ElementarySchool
ILES Kids Care Art Fair Teaches Compassion Through Creativity

Students at Indian Lake Elementary School recently made and sold an abundance 
of unique, handmade crafts during the PTO sponsored Spring Fling on April 13 and 15. 
The project, dubbed the Kids Care Art Fair, involved students in all elementary grade 
levels with proceeds benefiting their chosen charities.

Kids Care Art 
Fair was created by 
art teacher Theresa 
Nelson who wrote 
and submitted the 
grant. The grant 
was awarded by 
the Logan County 
Community 
Foundation, and the 
money was used to 
purchase materials. 
The community 
donated the 
remaining materials 
needed, and the 
students were ready 
to create their treasures.

Though the project took place in Art class, the process involved the promotion 
of positive character traits and used creative problem solving. Using a theme of 
“Compassion,” students first needed to decide what to make and where to donate the 
proceeds. Students used divergent thinking skills to come up with possible solutions 
and then examine the ideas for logic. Then they needed to whittle the ideas down to 
what would work.

Each class narrowed it down and chose one charity to receive the proceeds and two 
crafts to make. It was finally time to begin making their wares to sell. As the sole teacher 
with 25 classes and 50 projects, Nelson was relieved to find the students really jumped 
into the process saying, “They were natural born entrepreneurs who helped teach the 
skills to other students.” 

The crafts ranged in difficulty to suit each grade level, and the results were 
incredibly unique. From pillows and quilts to jewelry, bowls and picture frames (to 
name a few), students created very marketable gifts. Nelson praised the students’ hard 
work saying, “They were proud of the results and really took the project seriously and 
did their best.” 

Overall, Kids Care Art Fair was a huge success and a wonderful way to teach 
valuable life lessons. Students learned how to successfully take a multitude of ideas, 
organize them and come up with logical solutions. They also found an outlet for their 
creativity and compassion.

Indian Lake Elementary students, including 
Autumn Miller pictured above, raised money 
for their favorite charities by creating unique 
gifts to sell at the annual Spring Fling.


